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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 

December 25, 2019 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Merry Christmas! If you are a visitor to our church, we extend 

you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see parents bring their 

families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can 

use the Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located 

in the hallways along either side of the Worship Center. For 

those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 

listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our 

ushers or greeters can help you find the restrooms, family room 

or answer your other questions. 

SERVICE NOTES FOR TODAY 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. Christmas Day is the festival 

of the Incarnation: the eternal Son of God was born in time as the son of Mary, so that in 

his flesh he might free us from the bondage of sin. From the beginning, the solution to sin 

was the flesh and blood of God. 

The liturgical color* for Christmas is white, which reminds us that the glory of God has 

come down to us in the form of Jesus. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org 

Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 

Hymnal.  Common Service. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903  

                                                
* The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit. 
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FESTIVAL OF THE INCARNATION 

                                                                                                                                                                                

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN  - Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful | CW 55 

Please stand. 

INVOCATION 

Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation (C): Amen. 

DIALOGUE 

M:  Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 

C:  His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

M:  The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the 

nations. 

C:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.   (Psalm 98:1-3) 

M:  But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears?  
(Malachi 3:2) 

C:  If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? (Psalm 130:3) 

M:  Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us. 

C:  Show us your unfailing love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. (Psalm 85:4,7) 

M:  Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his 

people. (Luke 1:68) 

C:  My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. (Luke 1:46-47) 

M:  When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. (Galatians 4:4-5) 

C:  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. (John 1:14) 

M:  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town 

of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. 

C:  Glory to God in the highest! (Luke 2:10,11,14)  
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HYMN  Angels We Have Heard on High | CW 63 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in 

the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke 

of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 

Be seated. 

The Word 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE    

The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.  

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:7-10 

The Word brings good tidings and salvation. 

7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims peace and 

preaches good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God is king!” 
8 The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voices. Together they shout for joy, 

because with both eyes they will see it when the LORD returns to Zion. 9 Break out, shout 

for joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, because the LORD is comforting his people. He 

is redeeming Jerusalem. 10 The LORD lays bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation from our God. (EHV®) 

After the reading, the announcement is made:  

M: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God!  

DEVOTION  

HYMN What Child Is This | CW 67 
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SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 1:1-9 

The Word is the radiance of God's glory. 

1In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in 

many ways. 2 In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir 

of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s 

glory and the exact imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all things by his powerful 

word. After he had provided purification for sins, he took his seat at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high.  
4 The Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say:  

You are my Son. Today I have begotten you?  

And again:  

I will be his Father, and he will be my Son.  
6 And again, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said:  

Let all God’s angels worship him.  
7 About the angels he says:  

He makes his messengers winds and his ministers flaming fire.  
8 But about the Son he says:  

God, your throne is forever and ever,  

and the scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom.  
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.  

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy  

beyond your companions. (EHV®) 

After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  

DEVOTION 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                Of the Father’s Love Begotten | CW 35 
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Please stand. 

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-14 

The Word became flesh. 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him everything was made, and 

without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and the life 

was the light of mankind. 5 The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 
6 There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an 

eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He 

was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. 
9 The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He 

came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who did 

receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God. 13 They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s will, 

but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. (EHV®)   

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated. 

DEVOTION 

Please stand. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Athanasian Creed 

It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus 

Christ also took on human flesh. 

Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 

Christ, God's Son, is both God and man.  

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in 

time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational soul and 
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human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his 

humanity; and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, 

one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God; one, 

indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; for just as the 

rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ.  

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal 

deeds. Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done 

evil will go into eternal fire.  

This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this 

cannot be saved. 
Be seated. 

OFFERING 
The loose offerings from today’s service (those not in envelopes) will be given 

to our pastor and staff minister as a thank you for their dedication and service 

to the Lord.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate. We ask 

that everyone, guests and members, sign the Friendship Register which will 

be passed out during the offering.   

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 

option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect 

you with our website’s giving page. 

MUSICAL OFFERING   

Please stand.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news 

of great joy that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling 

your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending your Son to 

be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 
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M: What a great mystery of our faith that is: that God has become fully human for our 

salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always to believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 

our Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not 

know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds 

spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 

we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of 

what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C:  Grant that the true peace between God and fallen 

mankind may comfort all people. 

 Special prayers and intercessions 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

 Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing our praise to you, today 

and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PREFACE  |CW p. 21 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: ♫  And also with you. 
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M:  Lift up your hearts.  

C: ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: ♫  It is good and right so to do. 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, for in the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to 

the glory of your grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

C: ♫  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of heavenly hosts: | CW p. 22 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he, blessed is he,  

blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. ♫ 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  | CW p.23 

C:  ♫ Amen. 

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away  the sin of the world; grant us your peace. 

Amen.  ♫ 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers. 
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The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the Bible has 

convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the sacrament together is 

a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to speak with the pastor prior to 

communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of stating your agreement with our 

convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy 

to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, so that you might commune with us in the future! 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN As Angels Joyed with One Accord |CW 5 

THANKSGIVING   | CW p.24 

C: ♫  Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your word.  

For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

which you have prepared before the face of all people,  

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel. ♫ 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:  ♫ And his mercy endures forever. 

M: Let us pray together. 

C:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 

but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly 

serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.  
C:   ♫ Amen.  Amen.  Amen. ♫ 

Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Let Us All with Gladsome Voice | CW 64 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday, Dec. 29 at 8:00 & 10:30AM – Sunday Worship with Pastor Valleau 

Tuesday, Dec. 31 at 6:30PM – New Year’s Eve Worship with communion 

Sunday, Jan. 5 at 8:00 & 10:30AM – Epiphany Sunday Service with communion 

Monday, Jan. 6 at 6:30PM – Monday Night Worship resumes 

PANCAKE BRUNCH Jan. 5 | 9:00AM-1:00PM 

Our Lutheran Pioneers will serve their annual Pancake Brunch on Sunday, Jan. 5.  The 

menu includes pancakes, potato pancakes, French toast, sausages and more. A freewill 

offering will be taken to support the Lutheran Pioneers program. 

THE CRANKY MOM FIX Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM  

Almost every mom knows she can go from being kind to cranky in no time flat. When 

we’re tired, busy, anxious, or preoccupied we tend to default to snapping and barking at 

the people we love best. But life doesn’t have to be this way. With grace and good humor, 

Becky Kopitzke shares how to tame the “Momster” in all of us. Tickets are just $10 and can 

be purchased thru St. Paul's facebook page under Events, (there is a small processing fee), 

or by making checks payable to High Gear Promotions for $10/ticket-no fees apply, or by 

paying cash to the church office. Any questions, please contact Michelle Gear at 

michellemgear@gmail.com or 920-784-4643. 

WANT A HEALTHIER MARRIAGE? Feb. 8-9 

St. Pauls’ is partnering with other WELS Churches to help you maintain and strengthen 

your marriage.  The seminar runs all day Saturday, Feb. 8 (10AM-5PM) and Sunday 

afternoon, Feb. 9 (12-5PM) at the Eron’s Event Barn near Stevens Point.  The cost is only 

$30 per couple including a catered lunch both days. Sign up on our website (stpaulswr.org 

under Events) or contact the church at 715-421-3634. 

  

Merry Christmas! 



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
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